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EDITOR’S NOTE 


BY VIVIAN GATICA 


Los Angeles is the city many people dream to live in. It is rich in culture, and 
always has new things left for people to discover. It is a city of lights and 
color where history lurks behind every corner. We are lucky to live close 
enough to witness it, which is why we dedicated this issue to embrace 
everything LA has to offer. 


We open this issue with music venues that have launched the entertainment 
careers of many talented people, which is followed by our feature of the 
LA-based indie band Brandon and Leah. The duo’s concert sold out at LA’s 
Troubadour, and they are quickly leaving their mark in the music scene. 


Our cover story brings you a fresh perspective on the evolution of LA over 
the years through the eyes of a loyal city native. 


As the city evolved, its culture did as well. Part of this was present in its 
dining experience and flavorful variety in cuisine. Foodies do not come to 
the city for a fancy over-the-top dinner; they embrace the messiness of the 
food stands and remain loyal to them. To illustrate this, we featured Ricky’s 
Tacos and how they have become an LA staple with its signature fish tacos. 


While the city is full of traditions, it forms trends as well, especially in 
fashion. We explore how the thrift store craze came to dominate LA’s newer 
generation, and how it came to dominate one of the fashion capitols of the 
world. 


We also take a look at the diversity of the city through the various cultural 
districts that have surfaced as the city grew. 


This growth is what has also allowed LA to make room for its successful 
sports teams, and as baseball season begins we take time to examine our 
two contenders, the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim and the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 


LA is an amazing city, and we want you to witness it for yourself as you flip 
through DIG Magazine this month. We want you to be able to appreciate 
the beautiful city that surrounds us everyday, and we hope this issue will 
challenge you to explore it. 
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The Monuments Men 

Starring George Clooney, Matt Damon, John 
Goodman, Bill Murray and Cate Blanchett, “The 
Monuments Men” documents the struggles of 
saving pieces of art and other important artifacts 
from Hitler’s destruction as World War II reached 
its end. Clooney directed, wrote and produced 
the film, which premieres Feb. 7. With its strong 
cast and new take on traditional World War II films, 
this film could be an Oscar contender. 


House of Cards 

After a successful Emmy-nominated season, 
Netflix is releasing the second season of “House 
of Cards.” Kevin Spacey and Robin Wright star in 
the political drama of revenge. What will Francis 
Underwood’s (Spacey) new appointment mean 
for the next season? We’ll just have to wait until 
Feb. 14 and see. 


Ed Sheeran 

With over 500,000 copies sold in the United 
States of his debut album, +, Ed Sheeran quickly 
gained notoriety in the music business performing 
original songs, as well as writing songs with artists 
like Taylor Swift and One Direction. On Feb. 17, 
Sheeran will release his sophomore album and 
leave fans guessing, as he has yet to reveal the 
name of the album. However, with his worldwide 
success and critical acclaim, Sheeran will surely 
not disappoint fans. 
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MOVIES 


RoboCop 
A remake of the 1987 film, “RoboCop” stars Joel 
Kinnaman as Alex Murphy, a police officer injured 
in an explosion. This gives OmniCorps, a company 
making billions off military drones overseas, the 
chance to create the perfect RoboCop prototype 
to bring to the U.S., forgetting that there is a real 
man behind its product. This action-packed film 
opens on Feb. 12. 


The Americans 

The Cold War drama of married Soviet officers 
undercover as American couple Philip and 
Elizabeth Jennings (Matthew Rhys and Keri 
Russell) constantly battles the idea separating 
professional and personal lives. Season two will 
continue to follow the journey of the Jennings, 
and premieres Feb. 26 on FX. 


Candice Glover 

Breaking the male winning streak on “American 
Idol” in 2013, Candice Glover became the first 
female winner since Jordin Sparks’ 2007 win and 
the fourth African American winner in the show’s 
history. Her powerful voice won over the judges 
and fans, ultimately earning her the winning title. 
Her debut album, Music Speaks, will premiere on 
Feb. 18. 


Endless Love 

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, a remake of the 
classic romance film emerges, “Endless Love.” 
Alex Pettyfer and Gabriella Wilde play David 
Axelrod and Jade Butterfield, lovers from two very 
different worlds, which is the ultimate obstacle 
in their tumultuous relationship. “Endless Love” 
premieres on Feb. 14. 


Hannibal 

The quest of FBI Agent Will Graham (Hugh Dancy) 
forced to solve the murders of eight girls with 
the help of Dr. Hannibal Lecter (Mads Mikkelsen) 
ended with a major twist in events in favor of 
Lecter, who is a serial killer with no one suspecting 
him. The fate of Graham lies in season two, which 
premieres on Feb. 28 on NBC. 


The Fray 

After three successful albums, The Fray has left 
quite a mark in the music industry with hits like 
“How to Save a Life,” “Over My Head” and “You 
Found Me.” The band has had four Grammy 
nominations, showing promise to it’s latest project 
Helios, which is scheduled for release on Feb. 25. 


wa oe anos 
Get your tickets now: The Colourist (March 4), The Wild Feathers (March 5), 


Wild Beasts (March 6), Railroad Earth (March 7), Turin Brakes (March 17), Andrea 
Gibson (March 24), Delta Rae (March 27) 


ee ici Zi) BS Rene : 
Get your tickets now: Umphrey’s McGee (March 15), St. 
Vincent (March 21), Sharon Jones & the Dap Kings (March 25), 
The Sound of Animals Fighting (March 28), Jennifer Nettles: 
That Girl Tour 2014 (March 29) 


Get your tickets now: Toby Mac with Brandon Heath, Mandisa, Matthew West and Matt Maher (March 1), Kings of Leon with Local Natives (March 21) 


Fun Fact 


The Forum recently went through renovations and reopened to the 
public in January. With its new design, the general admission floor 
now provides seating, allowing for at least 8,000 seated attendees 
and up to 17,500 depending on the event. If you need to get up 
from your seat, the concession area and the arena is separated 
from a tinted glass wall that still allows you to look inside the area. 
There are also VIP opportunities now, with a revamped Forum Club 
and the “Chase Lounge.” The changes will surely bring a different 
vibe and ambiance to upcoming performances. 


Before 1988, the Forum’s exterior 
was painted Roman red instead 
of blue. The Forum is also now 
red again with its new renovation, 
and just installed the biggest vinyl 
record in celebration of The Eagles 
being the first act at The Forum 
since reopening. 
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os Angeles-based band Brandon and 
Leah have taken the indie music scene by 
storm. The duo, made up of husband and 
wife Brandon and Leah Jenner, is ready 
to take on 2014 with new music and live shows. 


Brandon Jenner met Leah Felder before they 
both turned 14. In high school, Brandon and Leah 
played in different bands, eventually leading 
them into music together. This mutual love for 
music sparked a connection and they soon began 
dating. Since then, they have worked together as 
the band Brandon and Leah. They married in 2012 
in Hawaii. 


The duo has recently been featured on the 
past two seasons of “Keeping Up With the 
Kardashians.” On the show, they document 
their music career as well as take part in many 
Kardashian activities, such as vacations and 
family parties. As far as starting their own reality 
show, Brandon and Leah might hold off on that 
idea for a while. 


“We love making music. Reality TV, while it can 
be a nice boost to our audience, doesn’t coincide 
with the lifestyle we have,” Brandon said. “We 
like to work on our craft; the two lifestyles kind 
of contrast.” 


Brandon and Leah released their EP, Cronies, 
in April 2013. The five-song album shows off 
the soulful sound of the duo, while maintaining 
a California-grown vibe throughout each tune. 
The EP’s indie-pop sound is relaxing, yet keeps 
listeners moving and exudes a beachside feel 
that makes the band unique. Brandon and Leah 
were inspired to write Cronies by individuality and 
the idea of keeping true to themselves. 


“Leah and | sat down and chose the songs 
we liked the most, [and] spoke the most to us,” 
Brandon said. 


On average, they spend about a week writing each 
song. They choose to write about universal topics, 
while incorporating personal experiences to give 
each song its own identity. One song in particular, 
“Say it Ain’t so Bad,” stands out for Leah. 


“Say it Ain't so Bad’ is my favorite song off the 
EP only because when | wrote it, | wrote it for my 
sister,” Leah said. “I feel so connected to it.” 


The song shows the raw emotion of supporting 
someone who is afraid to end a relationship, even 
if it is not going well. 


Cronies was released without a major record 
label. After ending their deal with Warner Bros. 
Records, they began work on the album with co- 
producer Tony Berg. Brandon and Leah decided 
to release this EP independently to have complete 
artistic control over the music and image they 
wanted to put out. 


Not only did it give them freedom, but it also 
allowed them to take their time writing each and 
every song until they were satisfied with it. 


“’'m drawn to new technology that shakes up 
music industries,” Brandon said. “We have 
companies like iTunes and Amazon now. | feel 
like we are ina lucky time where we don’t need a 
label to put out music; we can use these avenues, 
[and] we are taking advantage of the new model.” 


Before releasing Cronies, Brandon and Leah 
released two singles on iTunes. 
In October of last year, Brandon and Leah played 


their biggest show to date. They sold out the 
Troubadour, located in West Hollywood, within 
the first five days of ticket sales. The venue holds 
less than 500 people keeping the show intimate, 
yet exciting. 


“That show at The Troubadour was the most 
pivotal moment of my career,” Leah said. “My 
whole life, l’'ve gone there to watch my favorite 
bands. It was such a chilling moment for me.” 


As for now, the duo lives in Malibu. After living in 
Santa Monica for six years, they decided to move 
in order to have more time and space to write in 
a peaceful setting. 


Brandon and Leah eventually want to have 
children, but are currently focusing on their music. 
They plan on releasing a new album within the 
year and playing a few shows around Southern 
California. 


“We love being on the road,” Brandon said. “We 
are just trying to write better music and inspire 
other people with it.” 


BY JULIE CHUNG 
PHOTOS BY NATALIE BOUROUMAND 


hen you think of the West Coast, the first 
city that comes to mind is Los Angeles. 


q Even as an LA native, my words can never do this 

reat city justice, You hear about how dangerous 

4 4 or dirty this city is, but even with all the talk of LA’s 

flaws, more and more people come here every 
day. 


Although this is the second largest city in the United 
States, it certainly didn’t start that way. LA was actually 
a small pueblo town with humble beginnings. 


The city was founded by the Spanish governor 
of California, Felipe De Neve, to establish a civil 
town that would support the string of military 
pueblos along the coast of Calif. The city of LA 
was Officially founded on Sept. 4, 1781. 


LA was originally part of Spain, then later 
belonged to Mexico after it won its independence 
from Spain. The city eventually came into the 
possession of the U.S. after the Mexican-American 
War, with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

The city grew steadily while in the possession 


of the U.S. When the U.S. entered World War Il 
in 1941 the city witnessed a period of explosive 
grewth and expansion. 


Durnhg World War ll, LA grew rapidly due to 
the growing needs of the U.S. war effort. Many 
factories needed workers which drew many 
migrants in from all over the country. World War 
ll helped LA become an industrial and financial 
giant. 


Skip forward to the Rodney King Riots in 1992 — 
one of the darkest times in LA history. What started 
off as an incident caught on tape concerning 
racism and police brutality, spread to lootings, 
arsons, civil disobedience and deaths. The riots 
spread to neighboring areas as well, and lasted 
nearly two weeks. 


“fd just moved from Korea to LA a year before 
the riots happened,” said Hye Seung Chung, an 
LA resident of 23 years. “It was scary. People 
stayed home and listened to the radio or watched 
the news...people were on roofs with guns to 
guard their homes, people stole and set fires, and 


grocery stores were constantly packed because 
people wanted to stock up.” 


Racial tensions seem to have improved since the 
early ‘90s, especially since one of the biggest 
things LA is known for is our diversity. 


Yes, there are pretty distinct divides among races 
in the city, but there haven't been severe riots 
since. 


Aside from our gloomier history, LA is a city with 
such prominence that the Olympics were even 
held here. Twice. 


When a city hosts the Olympics, many deal with 
challenging economic strains as an aftermath. 
During the 1932 Olympics, the US won the most 
gold medals and the LA Memorial Coliseum 
became known as the Olympic Stadium. 


LA may not be rich, but hey, we continue to strive 
and we still remain the most populous city in 
California. 


Let's fast forward to current day LA. 


I's really impossible to sum up in words what 
defines LA, or what's so great about it. 


AS tapper Tupac Shakur put it, “To live and die 
in LA, it’s the place to be. You got to be there to 
know it, what everybody wanna see.” 


It's hard to pinpoint what makes LA one of the 
greatest cities, and that’s part of its charm — it’s 
only something locals would understand. 


if | tell you to take 405 north until you meet the 
+10, then switch onto 10 west, chances are you 
know exactly what I’m talking about and how to 
get there. 


Like | said, it's a local thing! 


"| love the weather; it’s very predictable because 
of the lack of seasons,’ LA resident Erica Halpert 
said. “| love how we can be at the beach but then 
also be in the mountains within half an hour. We 
have such a rich culture and people of every 
ethnicity.” 


We do have the most beautiful weather year 
round, palm trees, we have Hollywood (although 
we try to avoid Hollywood and Highland at all 
costs), we're just minutes away from the beach, 
we have the best nightlife, celebrity sightings are 
a Usual thing, we absolutely love talking about 


eatin es ene 


how much we hate traffic, and who can forget 
about our sports? 


The LA Lakers are one of the most recognizable 
teams worldwide, Kobe Bryant being one of the 
most popular and well-known athletes in the 
world. When someone speaks of purple and gold, 
you know it’s about the Lakers. Can you tell me 
what color the Milwaukee Bucks are? Exactly. 


Not only do we have a prestigious basketball 
team, but we have two. As well as two baseball 
teams. And on top of that, we're trying to bring 
back an NFL team. It's extremely costly and 
difficult for a city to host a team, let alone multiple, 
and that’s why not every city has one. That should 
serve as proof that LA is a great city. 


There are movies made about us. We have 
Hollywood at our fingertips. Most celebrities come 
to live here. Thousands of people dream of living 
here. The richest people in the United States want 
to live in LA — that should speak volumes. And not 
to mention, no one else has a collection like the 
Hollywood stars and handprints. This is why we’re 
the center of entertainment. 


We go crazy for In-N-Out Burgers, we will stand in 
line for an hour at Pink’s Hot Dogs if we have to. 
We never remember to move our cars for street 
cleaning, colorful graffiti — vandalism or not — 
decorate our city, hipsters unite in Echo Park, and 
everyone is somehow “in the industry.” 


This list may seem meaningless to anyone else, 
but to us, it’s a glimpse into our lives as locals. 
LA residents are bonded together by nature. We 
share so many things just by the fact that we live 
together in this amazing city. 


Like every other city in the world, we have our 
faults. And the media won't hesitate to point it out. 
Sure, LA drivers are rude, traffic never improves, 
and Hollywood seems overrated and pretentious. 
But we're so much more than that and our flaws 
are a part of our appeal. 


We live in the city of angels, the city where hopes 
and dreams become reality. It’s a competitive city 
that shows no mercy, but we love it nonetheless 
and we choose to stay here. We stay because 
we've seen the beauty of Los Angeles and all that 
it has to offer. Everyone’s fantasy is our reality. 
This is our home. 


A contemporary culture of food stands and trucks 
has taken over Los Angeles, something that 
Angelinos have embraced and learned to love, 
and Ricky Pina is not complaining. 


Two soft corn tortillas embrace crispy, deep-fried 
basa fish strips. A diced tomato salsa-fresca, also 
known as pico de gallo, gushes fresh tomato 
and cilantro juice. The combination of the salsa 
and crisp fish compliment the Mexican cream- 
smothered cabbage crunch with each bite. 


Ricky’s Fish Tacos have been a sensation in Los 
Angeles for the past five years. What started off 
as a hair salon and then a storage place for Pifia, 
soon became a well known fish taco haven for 
those LA fish lovers. 


Piha chooses the basa fish or “bocourti” for his 
fish tacos, a type of catfish. He said that his basa 
fish is a swai fillet with low fat content that helps 
conserve the flavor and freshness of the fish. 


He seasons the fish with garlic, salt and flour then 
dips it in a beer batter of oregano and mustard. 
The strips are then deep fried to a perfect golden 
crisp. Ricky’s Fish Tacos also serve shrimp tacos 
or a combination of fish and shrimp. 


The aftermath is quite a different experience, 
making anyone feel light and not heavy like most 
fried foods do. 


Impatient taco lovers wait with smells that make any 
hungry person’s gut growl and twirl with hunger. 
Three tomatillo red, green sauces and a Mexican 
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THE LONG-AWAITED FISH TACO STAND RETURNS HOME TO SILVERLAKE 
BY JAZMIN ARREOLA | PHOTOS BY BEN KILPATRICK 


cream await in the mini fridge underneath the 
small ordering window of the matte grey taco 
truck. The choices are mild, medium and hot, 
whichever to your liking. 


Hibiscus or cucumber-spinach aguas frescas 
don’t fail to quench the thirst that comes after 
the tasty delight that touch your taste buds. Soft 
drinks are also offered. 


Before the taco truck, Pifla started off with two 
large deep friers in the lot of his storage place 
in Silver Lake, something that did not fly with 
the city. To comply with city regulations, Ricky’s 
Fish Tacos shut down for a couple months and 
started up again with a truck in Chinatown. Locals 
were bummed to find out about the transition and 
did not realize Chinatown had stolen their cool 
catfish. 


Three weeks ago, Ricky’s Tacos made their move 
back to their home sweet home, Silver Lake, and 
locals are stoked! 


“Pm glad they’re back; the [tacos] are so amazing,” 
said Nathan Haas, an LA local living in the area for 
over 30 years. “There are people that are even 
visiting from France that are eating these tacos. 
It’s a major draw.” 


Loyal taco eater Haas is not taking any other fish 
taco but Ricky’s. 


Fish tacos are $3 and worth every penny so 
the hype is true. Fish is the word; so fish taco 
lovers, don’t hesitate to take this trip down to Los 


Angeles. Ricky’s Fish Tacos are here to please 
and hopefully stay for good. 


are a must try in the Los Angeles area. 


The Franken Stand 
Vegan weeéhies for the 
vegan peeps. 


Pink’s Hot Dogs 
For those meat lovers! 


The Lobos Truck 
Burgers and wings for days. 


White Rabbit Truck 
Asian fusion persuasion. 


*Make sure to check for locations before 
venturing: Days and hours are subject to 
change for every truck and stand. 


Not really a fish taco kinda cat? Below you 
will also find other stands and trucks that 
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ether it’s a hipster paradise, 
trove of costumes or a place to 
score some cheap jeans when 
you are short on cash, thrift stores 
are no longer avoided by the younger generation. 


When my mom dragged little me into the thrift 
stores to pick up cheap deals on those usually 
overpriced, little necessities like collared shirts 
or jeans, | was always embarrassed. Today, 
contemporary bohemians and teenagers alike 
rock “vintage” fashion—jeans with — stirrups, 
jackets with Day-Glo colors or sweaters with 
psychedelic designs. Now we rock these items 
like they are the new Prada because one-of-a- 
kind is the way to go. Consumers are tired of the 
see-through leggings at Target and disposable 
jeans at Forever 21, products of the widespread 
trend of progressive obsolescence that results 
from the high demand in this culture of waste. 


There are many types of resale shops that sell 
used goods, and some are most definitely not 
thrifty. Charity shops such as The Salvation 
Army put their earnings toward drug or alcohol 
recovery programs. Goodwill’s dollars go towards 
the developmentally disabled. Other thrift shops 
are run by hospitals, churches or schools, and 
donors get a tax deduction. 


Some thrift shops are consignment shops, which 
agree on a selling price with the donor and then 
take a certain percentage from profits. These 
differ from thrift shops in that they are often for- 
profit. 


According to the National Association of Resale 
and Thrift Shops, sales at thrift and consignment 
shops are growing five percent per year. 


About 16 to 18 percent of Americans will shop 
at a thrift store during a given year, according 
to NARTS. First Research, a consumer research 
group, estimates that the resale industry has 
annual revenues of approximately $13 billion. 


AS 1 GOT OLDER AND 
SROKER...J NEEDED TO 
FIND ALTERNATIVES 
TO FOREVER 21” 


Some would say that thrift shopping is reemerging 
due to the economic recession, but others would 
beg to differ that the worn tags and soft, already- 
used articles are becoming popular, especially 
among the college demographic where 
individuality and that stretchy dollar are the best 
commodities. 


Although the average item in “Out of the Closet” 
on Sunset Boulevard is $10, shops farther from 
the center of Los Angeles send a sweater out the 
door for less than a dollar. 


According to Daniel Hauger, community 
relations manager for The Salvation Army Adult 
Rehabilitation Clinic in Anaheim, Salvation Army 
stores all over the nation offer 60 percent-off 
days, and other sales a couple of times during the 
month. 


LA is also full of for-profit stores that have sprouted 
from the trend of reuse. Jetrag in Hollywood, a 
for-profit vintage boutique unlike The Salvation 
Army, is one store that offers a one dollar Sunday 
sale. 


Sierra Hood and Nicole Stayer, both thrifters from 
Los Angeles, said that you need to work a little to 
find those desirable pieces, but that’s what makes 
a treasure most precious. 


Known by thrifters as “vultures,” some try to take 
advantage of the resale craze, finding vintage 
labels among the treasure and trash and resell 
it for not-so-thrifty prices. Hauger said that there 
are often vendors that visit his stores on half-off 
days, scrounging for goodies or buying in bulk, 
then reselling them at flea markets or boutiques 
for often-inflated prices. 


Simone Harrison, a 22-year-old thrifter, has gone 
to thrift shops her whole life. She has worked in a 
vintage store and today buys around 90 percent 
of her merchandise from secondhand stores. 


PHOTO BY JILL THOMAN 


“As | got older and broker...| needed to find 
alternatives to Forever 21,” Harrison said. “Also, 
my hips don’t lie and vintage clothing is more 
suited to a girl with curves. The clothes are also 
made better, the fabric is more resilient and 
there’s always the promise that no one at a bar or 
party will have the same outfit as you.” 


According to Harrison, buyers come from 
overseas to buy American vintage clothing, 
allowing American sellers to truly capitalize on 
the fad. She said that many vintage shop owners 
take advantage of their popularity by upping their 
prices. 


“Don’t get me wrong, there are some very special 
pieces out there that | would drop a paycheck on,” 
Harrison said. “But more often than not they’re 
selling mass produced, cheap clothing for more 
than current retail prices.” 


Buffalo Exchange is one consignment shop that 
buys used goods for cheap and raises the prices. 
Their colorful racks are where the rich hipsters 
spend their Saturdays. Harrison said that for 
the price, college students should visit cheaper 
stores and do the hunting themselves. 


“| buy my clothes for no less than $5, then | sell to 
Buffalo and other boutiques who give me around 
six to ten dollars depending on how judgy they’re 
feeling that day,” Harrison said. “Then they sell it 
back to girls like me for $15-50.” 


For many, thrift store shopping is about 
romanticizing the past, digging through shelves 
and racks of treasures from all over the world. 
Each piece tells a story. 


“People take it as a badge of honor to see the 
gem that they found there... some take it as a 
competition,” Hauger said. “For me, when | go 
shop there you never know; there might be a 
diamond in the rough.” 
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The Los Angeles Metro Rail connects different parts of Southern California to Los Angeles, and includes a single line that can bring any Long Beach resident 
to the heart of Downtown LA. Long Beach has Cambodiatown as a cultural neighborhood. Neighboring cities like Artesia has Little India. LA, however, has a 
rich history with more than 100 different districts and neighborhoods. With an all-day Metro Rail and bus pass costing five dollars, there is little excuse as to 
why some wouldn’t explore LA with their free time. 


Here are a few districts that are full of intriguing sights just a rail hop away. 


Besides the delicious dim sum and cheap goods, various temples are 
located within the area and visitors are more than welcome to light up : 
candles to pray for good luck and prosperity. Now that the new year is 
here, it means that Chinese New Year is just around the corner, and 2014 
means it's the year of the horse in the Chinese zodiac. For those who are 
into herbal medicine, Chinatown has plenty of shops dedicated to natural 
and “traditional” medicine. Film buffs are also encouraged to visit various 
parts of the district to see where movies like “Rush Hour,” “Freaky Friday,” 
“Anchorman” and “Gangster Squad” have been filmed. Many galleries are 
also scattered throughout the district and display unique artworks. The 
district even has a self-guided walking tour for visitors, and also offers “The 
Undiscovered Chinatown Walking Tour” every first Saturday of the month. 
Chinatown offers plenty of opportunities for dining and culture appreciation, 
continuously growing the district. 


To get here: Use the Blue Line, then connect to the Red or Purple Line, and 
get off at Union Station. From there, take the Gold Line to the Chinatown stop. 


Check out: Thien Hau Temple, Chinese American Museum 


Considered the fashion destination of LA, the 100-block district offers a 
multitude of styles for everyone and it even has textile and flower shops. 
This is one district you can’t miss if you love window shopping for clothes. 
Organized like a big shopping outlet, the womenswear takes up almost half 
of the district, and the menswear section is split up into two different areas. 
Accessory shops are right next to the well-known Santee Alley—a block 
with a festive vibe known for knock-off brand name items. Experiment with 
fabrics and do not be afraid to try new things. The fashion district is known 
for wholesale business, but there are still plenty of independent retail stores 
that allow for fashionistas to claim one-of-a-kind clothing. Most places don’t 
accept every method of payment so remember to bring a lot of cash. Keep in 
mind that this is a business-oriented area that is not very customer service- 
based. If you do not know where to begin, there is also an official LA Fashion 
District App that is downloadable for both iPhone and Android. 


To get here: Use the Blue Line and get off at 7th Street Metro Center. Hop 
onto a DASH bus along the D or E route for 25 cents per way. 


Check out: San Pedro Wholesale Mart 


Se ee, eae Ne 


In the middle of a very modern city lies a hybrid between the past and the 
present. For those who are interested in experiencing a more traditional 
sense of Japanese culture, there are a few temples throughout the district, a 
couple of gardens and the Japanese American National Museum. There are 
three major plazas to visit for shopping and dining—Japanese Village Plaza, 
Weller Court and Little Tokyo Galleria. The Japanese Village Plaza is a treat 
on its own with a small market, plenty of snack shops, and general stores 
featuring cute and traditional Japanese trinkets. Visitors can sit under huge 
umbrellas and a watchtower while enjoying the ambiance and food. Weller 
Court offers more restaurants, a bookstore, and Marukai Market—a market 
of imported Japanese candy and other foods. With various options for sushi, 
shabu shabu and other restaurants surrounding the area, Little Tokyo allows 
for a fun experience of modern and traditional Japanese culture through 
food, shopping and sightseeing. 


To get here: Use the Blue Line, then connect to the Red or Purple Line and 
get off at Union Station. From there, take the Gold Line to the Little Tokyo 
stop. 


Check out: Kinokuniya, Mitsuru Cafe 


This corner of the city offers less of a traditional and historical look compared 
to Little Tokyo and Chinatown, but that does not mean this hub is not 
representative of Korean culture. Although this district is only a few square 
miles wide, there are plenty of family-owned restaurants and hip cafes 
that create a unique vibe only obtainable in Koreatown. The district offers 
pedestrians a pleasant city backdrop for walks, with visitors often weaving in 
and out of the different shopping areas. Fans of Korean pop music could also 
visit a couple of plazas within walking distance to buy their favorite groups’ 
CDs, posters, or other goods. K-Pop is never lacking here, with popular 
songs blaring through stereos and music videos playing on big screens. 
Within these plazas are also small shops with tasty treats and bookstores, as 
well as fashion and beauty products imported straight from Korea. 


To get here: Use the Blue Line, then connect to the Purple Line and get off at 
the Wilshire/Western Avenue station. 


Check out: Haus Dessert Boutique, Castle Il KBBQ and Music Plaza 


Only five minutes away from Universal Studios, North Hollywood is the place 
to go for fans of the arts and theater. The NoHo Arts District features diverse 
art galleries and professional theaters that display and showcase new and 
classic forms of art. With plenty of venues for live music and other shows, 
NoHo is filled with opportunities for entertainment for everyone in the party. 
There is a huge selection of restaurants here, too—from Greek to Thai—all 
within a reasonable price range. NoHo features plenty of nighttime events, 
but it is still a pleasure to visit during the day with small boutiques sprinkled 
throughout the area. 


To get here: Use the Blue Line, then connect to the Red Line and get off at 
the North Hollywood Station. 


Check out: The Federal Bar 
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LOS ANGELES BASEBALL PREVIEW | BY SHANE NEWELL 


ANGELES DODGERS 


Y AMATULLAH GUYOT 


fittiwkt ti@agys gett —* 


2013 Summary 

To say the Angels underperformed in 2013 Is to pul ¢ mildly. Finishing 
third in the American League West at 78-84 wins, the Angels fell 
below people's expectations. With lackluster performances from 
outfielder Josh Hamilton, the Angels were unable to catch up to the 
Texas Ratigers and Oakland Athletics, 


Offseason Pickups 

Snatching third baseman David Freese ten the ot Louis Cardinals 

could tun out to be a smart move on the Angels behalf, Anchoring 

the far side of the infield could give the Angels an extra bat, should 

Freese improve His lifetine batting average. Although sending Mark 
| Trumbe to the Arizona Diamondbacks may be Unpopular, the benetits 
| of clearing _ Trumbe Fenle pa) he. oe ade drawbacks. 


Prediction 

Prediction: It goes without saying that the Angels are in one of the toughest divisions in Major League Baseball, With second baseman 
Robinson Canoe signing with the Seattle Mariners, the odds are stacked against the Angels. Still, the Angels could defy critics and ca off 
an upset, As long as the Angels do the basics right, they stand a chance. 


Martyred saints? An arrow in your ass? A mass 
murder? What does this holiday mean to you? 
Don’t worry, I’m not about to go on a singles 
awareness monologue declaring my bitterness- 
disguised-as-criticism for Valentine’s Day. No, 
this time around I’m not single for the love filled 
day, but I’m still just as critical of it. 


I'll even save you the trite of declaring the over- 
commercialization of the holiday as despicable. 
Instead, I’m going to try and focus on some 
positives that | feel can come out of this social 
custom. | promise nothing, though. 


Picture this: an insecure teenager longing after 
someone seemingly out of their league. Not too 
difficult, right? Perhaps this holiday, with all of its 
grandiose of finding love, could influence one of 
those downtrodden, insecure, hormone-ridden 
fools to actually take a chance. 


Whether or not it will work in the kid’s favor is 
completely up to fate though, and any outcome 
isn’t too bad in the long run. As long as, you 
know, it doesn’t turn into some traumatizing 
embarrassment later revisited time and time 
again in therapy. 


Extreme cases aside, it could either result in 
happiness or simple rejection, both of which | feel 
can help a person improve and strengthen their 
confidence over time. I’m no psychology major, 
though. This is just some cynically optimistic 
theorizing. 


If you decide to drown your sorrows in assorted 
alcohol, just know that in a roundabout sort of 
way, you're slurping down a connection to an 
event attached to the holiday, albeit a little 
morbid. How does a little massacre sound? 


Eighty-five years ago, the St. Valentine’s Day 
massacre rocked Chicago. In a time when mobs 
were in control of smuggling booze through the 
prohibition era, seven men associated with the 
North Side Gang of Chicago were lined up along 
a warehouse wall in the middle of the night and 
executed via Thompson submachine guns. So 
get in the spirit, take some shots. At least they 
won't kill you. 


| wouldn't feel too alone if you're single this year, 
Valentine’s Day alienates people in cultures all 
around the world. 
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One case of different celebration | found to be 
intriguing is that of “white day” and “black day” 
in South Korea. Women give men chocolate on 
February 14. Men then give a non-chocolate 
candy to women on March 14, “white day.” And 
on April 14 all of the people who didn’t receive 
anything head out to a Korean restaurant to eat 
some jajangmyeon, a noodle dish with pork, 
vegetables, and a black soybean paste. This day 
is “black day.” A day to mourn the single life. No 
Lady and the Tramp moments for these lonely 
lads and ladies. 


The story of St. Valentine, well one of the Saint 
Valentines that existed, seems to be the one 
aspect of this holiday that | can get behind. 


BY DANIEL GOLDSBARY 


You see, the Valentine saints were martyrs. Now 
the history behind the Valentine saints are a bit 
muddled and mixed, but at least one story told 
time and time again is that of the fight for love. 


Marrying people illegally with the ultimate 
punishment of death wavering overhead is the 
kind of commitment | can appreciate come the 
14th. I’m not saying catch a grenade, jump in 
front of a train, or follow your mob boss to your 
untimely and bloody demise for anyone. It’d just 
be a nice change to see some kind of thought 
and commitment put into this holiday that takes 
longer than the checkout line in Bloomingdale’s. 


CARTOON BY LAUREN FREEMAN 
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